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St. Francis prays . . . 
Blessed are you, Lord God, 
for hiding these things 
from the learned and clever 
and revealing them to little children. 
Yes, Father, for that is what it has pleased  
you to do. 
Jesus, Father and Lord of my life, 
deliver me from their evil counsels 
and suffer me not to fall 
Into similar condemnation, 
but grant me by your grace 
to find what I am seeking, 
for I am your servant 
and the son of your handmaid. 
(The Holy Converse of the Blessed Francis  
with the Lady Poverty 2) 
 

Fraternity Schedule 
SEPTEMBER       
5 – LABOR DAY   
11 – GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
13 – COUNCIL CHECKIN, 7:00,  Zoom  
18 – COME & SEE Gathering, 2:30-6:00pm, FRH  
        Warm welcome to visitors  
         See separate Schedule and Volunteers 
         Food items provided by us 
24 – ALL REGIONAL GATHERING,8:30am-4pm,             
.       sponsored by Queen of Peace Region                               
.       “Building the Kingdom of God by Building the                               
.          Bonds of Fraternity” by Fr. Matthew Malik, OFM       
           St. Bonaventure Church, Bloomington, MN        
29 – COUNCIL MEETING, 7:00,  Zoom  
 
OCTOBER   
3 – TRANSITUS OF ST. FRANCIS 
4 – FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
16 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Cindy Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Quin Review) – Mary+  
        Treats – Wendy 
28-30 – OFS WEEKEND RETREAT, FRH, PL 
          Retreat Master – Br. Michael Blastic, OFM         
.        Building a common home where everyone and   
.        everything belongs  
 

 
NOVEMBER 
1 – ALL SAINTS 
XX – COUNCIL MEETING, 7:00,  Zoom  
20 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Peter Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 37) – Paula 
        Treats –  
24 - THANKSGIVING DAY 
30 – ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30-3:00pm, FRH 
 
Come and See Reminder 
Please show up by 2:30 as we will be greeting 
guests at 2:45. Cleanup will be 5:30 to 6pm. 
See attached agenda and schedule. 
 

Franciscan of the Month              
Saints Elzear (1286-1323) and Blessed 
Delphina (1283-1358)  provide a striking 
example of a Franciscan marriage.  They are 
the only Franciscan couple to be canonized or 
beautified formally.  Elzear, from a noble 
family, was Count of Ariano and ruled lands in 
southern Italy.  Both lived under vows of 
perpetual virginity, joined the Secular 
Franciscans, and dedicated themselves to 
corporal works of mercy.  All in their household 
attended daily Mass and went to confession 
weekly.  After Elzear’s death, Delphina 
continued her works of charity for thirty-five 
more years.  He was canonized in 1369 and 
she was beautified in 1694. 
 

Mind The Children  
September is the month when our attention is 
often drawn to schools and the children who 
attend them.  At the prayer of Saint Francis 
included here indicates, children in their 
innocence are often closer to God than are we 
jaded adults -- having been “around the block” 
in life does have its costs.  When you 
encounter children this month, reflect on their 
innocence and help them whenever you can.  
That is the Franciscan way.                               
.                                     Dr. Steven Schier, OFS



 

        
                         August fraternity meeting 
         

Seventeen people joined our hybrid meeting on August 21. Minister Mary Higgins 
opened the gathering with the OFS Prayer for Vocations. Bonnie Unzen spoke about 
the power of prayer, recounting how she and her husband prayed to St. Anthony, the 
patron of impossible cases, to intercede for them and their prayer was answered in a 
powerful way. Bonnie gave each person a chaplet and led us in recitation of the 
Chaplet of St. Anthony.  Four members are suffering the rebound of Covid. Three were 
not able to attend our gathering. We pray for them. Mary and Cindy thanked the 
fraternity for the financial help that made it possible to attend the Quinquennial 
celebration in Phoenix. For our On-going Formation we separated into small groups to 
discuss Vocational Testimonials that we might express to our guests at the Come & 
See. Coming back together, each group shared ideas. Details of the Come & See were 
discussed and members were given the opportunity to sign up for tasks. The minister 
reminded us that the first All Region Gathering will be held September 24, 2022 at St. 
Bonaventure in Bloomington. Murin and Friends expressed appreciation to our 
members who donated to their cause for the homeless. 
  
Our September meeting will be the Come & See on September 18.                                      
By Paula Spranger, secretary 
 
September birthdays: Mary (2) Ed (25) Rene (29)  

“…when I was in prison, you visited me.”                                                   
(Matt 25:35) 
 
For most of us, prison ministry seems too daunting, frightening, and logistically impossible. 
However, there is a way to do prison ministry from the comfort and safety of your home. The 
Order of Malta connects prisoners with people who are willing to correspond with them, 
sending letters, cards, and encouragement. The Pen Pal Program is a two-way 
correspondence between you and an inmate. It is an anonymous relationship; you do not 
mention your last name and all incoming letters from your pen pal are mailed to an innocuous 
mail box, from which letters are forwarded to you. Most of the inmates have been identified 
by a Prison Chaplain/Deacon or other religious person. 
 
Both parties fill out an interest inventory and ample help is given - suggestions on what to 
write and procedures. For more information, check out this link or write to SMOM Pen Pal 
Program, PO Box 22263, St. Paul MN 55122. 
https://orderofmaltaamerican.org/2020/03/31/join-the-prison-ministry-pen-pal-program/  
 
Here’s what one prisoner wrote to his pen pal: “Thank you for your continued letters. I love 
receiving them and want you to know they fuel my strength in more ways than one…Thank 
you for not giving up on me.” During frequent Covid lockdowns, inmates spend most of their 
days in their cells and so much appreciate the outside contact and support a pen pal brings.                                                                                           
 
Mary Higgins JPIC 

Keeping in touch... 


